04/26/2006 0"6:07 9734676589 HENRY BRENDZEL PAGE 04 



Wull3l22cont 
IN THE CLAIMS: 

13. (Currently Amended) A method for controlling access to a resource that 
may be shared by a plurality of users, which resource has an associated lock and the lock 
having an associated state, comprising the steps of: 

when a user U„ of said users wishes to initiate access 

said user sends aendk^ said lock command X that includes a tuple 
<0,Bq). (NL §X where M=0 and fr-iy where B. uniquely identifies user U a ; 

when said lock receives said command X atkl^d state of aaid look is 9 , 
said lock r»™« to said use r gtg statg ™l»e R, that is either 0 or a non-zero value that 
uniaugly a i)<mt T T: that previously set said lock *hi c h L , u m ulc h nn<1 m M 

that changes ito otato to a aooon H term of an applied tuplo only when a first tarm of - fee 
applied tuplr mnt-V" ^ state ^ when B^O. said lock sets its state to Ba, hereby 
granting and grume to said user access to said resource[[;]] 
when ooid uocrs wiohos to terminate aooopo, 

said uaer pending to said lock command Y that inoludoa a tuplo (Da,0); and 
when aaid look roo e ivoa aaid oommnnd Y, and aaid atnto of paid lock is Bn, 
s aid look seta its otnto to 0, and roloao e o snid r e oourc e for qooooo by any of said users . 

14. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 13 where B a includes an 
identifier, P a , that uniquely identifies said user, and a time stamp, T„ that is a time 
pertaining to said user. 

15. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 14 where is B a is such that 
both P a and T a can be derived from B a . 

16. (Canceled) . 

17. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 46 IS wherein, when in 
{esponse to command X said lock returns to said use r - wi s h e s to initiat e acc ess , obtain s 
said stat e of s aid look, and said state of said lock Bi and Bj*0 i s oth e r than 0 or Ba . said 
user proceeds with the following steps: 
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derives value Pi and T from Bj scud state; 
obtains value Tj that pertains to said a use r identified by Pj; 
if T isnot equal T s , sends command Z to said lock, which command includes tuple 
f\yf where M=Bi. 

18. (Previously Presented) The method of claim H IS where B fl -Pa+VN> 
where N ig an integer and P a is a number less then N, 

19. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 4*12 where deriving Pi from 
Bi comprises expressing ^modulo N, and deriving T from B, comprises dividing Bi to 
obtain a remainder that includes an integer value, and setting T to the integer value. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 18 U whore D~T I T(N), where 
p j n n i ft nr tw M is the number of said users , 

21. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 13 where said user is a 
process. 

22. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 13 where said users are 
processes of a multiprocessor computer system. 



23. (Canceled) . 



24. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13 where said users are 
processes of a singl e-processor multi-processing system comput e r . 

25. (New) The method of claim 15 wherein, when in response to command X 
said lock returns to said user-said state of said lock Bj and B^O, said user proceeds with 
the following steps: 

derives value Pi and T from Bi; 
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obtains value a parameter that pertains to said user identified by Pi, where the 
parameter is either an operational status of Pi or time Tf associated with Pi; 

if the parameter is the operational status and the operational status indicates that 
Pi is not operational, or if the parameter is T, and T, is not equal to T, sends command Z 
to said lock, which command includes tuple (M,S), where M=B;. 

26. (New) The method ofclaim 25 where S=B a in tuple (M,S) of commandZ. 

27. (New) The method ofclaim 26 where in response to command Z the lock 
returns R, and if R=Bi then said user proceeds with accessing the resource. 
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